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ELDREDGE BROS. LIVE STOCK CO.

FEBRUARY 18, 1914.-Ordered to be printed.

Mr. SMOOT, from the Committee on Finance, submitted the following

REPORT.
[To accompany S. 2469.]

The Committee on Finance, to which was referred the bill (S. 2469)
for the relief of the Eldredge Bros. Live Stock Co., a corporation,
having given the same careful consideration, beg leave to report it
back to the Senate with the recommendation that it do pass.
The facts in connection with the payment of the duty which this

bill authorizes the Secretary of the Treasury to refund to the Eldredge
Bros. Live Stock Co. were presented to the committee in the shape of
affidavits executed by officers of the above-named company and
letters written by the Treasury Department and the live-stock com-
pany. Briefly, the facts presented are as follows: The Eldredge Bros,
Live Stock Co. is a corporation doing business in the State of Utah
and in the Dominion ofCanada. Considerable land is owned by the
company in Canada along the American boundary line. During the
month of March, 1911 433 head of cattle, owned by this company
and grazed in Canada close to the American line, were about to perish
with cold and hunger. The company exhausted the supply of hay
and other feed in the neighborhood, and finally, in order to save the
lives of the cattle Mr. James A. Eldredge, president of the Eldredge
Bros. Live Stock 5o., made arrangements with the Indian agent of the
Blackfoot IIndiani Reservation, Mont., to pasture the cattle on the
reservation, where the snow was lighter and the weather less severe
There can be no doubt but what it was the intention of the com-

pany to return thie cattle to Canada as soon as weather conditions
would permit. The records of the Treasury Department show that
the cattle wore imported into the United States March 16, 1911,.
and returied( to Canada July 1, 1911, thus being in the United States
about three months' and a half. After having mado arrangeoments
with the Indian agent of the Blaokfoot Reservation, Mr. Eldredge
was informed' that he must see the United States customs officer
about driving the cattle to the American side of the line. This
Mr. Eldred(ge did and he was told that theyregular (dlty on the cattle
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wQIld hYve, to be paid, but that he vould aplily to th, S-$ retv
of,-the, Tvteaury to have the duty refunded. 7Ti6 regpl4r duty of
$2,738.73 was paid and an application for refund submitted to the
Treasury Department on July 10, 1911. This application for refund
was rejected by the (lepartment oIn July 31, 1911, and the grounds
Upon which the rejection was l)ased are set forth in a letter, dated
July 31, 1911, addressed to lion. Reed Smnoot, United States Senate.
This letter is its follows:

TREA8URY DEPARTMENT,
OFFIoE OF ASSISTANT SECRETARY,

washington, July 81, 1911.
Hon. REIED SMOOT, United States Senate.

SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receiptof your letter of the 25th instant,
requesting to be advised, before the matter is finally, settled, of my decision on the
application of Mr. James A. Eldredge, Salt L9.ke City, for the refund of the duty on
certain cattle claimed to, have been imported temporarily to keep them from per-
iaI ig ftown col;aid hun ,r.
.It appears that the cat ler did not drift into thi coiintry through stress of weather
or hunger, as sometimes happeiis, but were deliberately driven in for grazing pur-
poses entered at the customlioue, wikh. pRV tpf duty, and returned to Canada
after having been in the United fstte for'thieb axid one-half months.
While the department recognizes the unfortunate circumstances which doubtless

caused the importation of the stock yet it can find absolutely no authority of law
for the refund of the duty, and therefore is obliged to deny the application. Congress
alone can afford relief.

ItRespectfully, J. F. CURTIS, Assista~it Secretary.

InI view of the circumstances which practically coompelled thi
Eldredge Bros. Live Stock Co. to export these cattle into the U united
States, and inasmuch as there was no intention on the part of the
company to keep or sell the cattle in this country, thle committee feels
lhat the' sum of $2,738.73 collected as customs duties on the 433 head
of caittle exorte(d, should be refunded to tho company.
The afl'(favits and corresl)ondence presented to the committee,

which is hereby ma(le t part of this report, follow:
STATI OF UTAH, Coz{?ty of Salt Lake, a8s;
James A. 1ldredgr , bloi~lg first (duly soqrn, on 1lis oath dooe say:, That lio is prosi(deny

of (hliEpldrodgo lrop, Live Stock Co., a corp tion organized under tho 1Was of vQt
That Pild corporlatont hIas boon doi' lig busnIA in thii State ari(l als have a lI'e

herd of cattle in and been doing business In Alberta, 'anada, and that it also owns lark
tracts of ground in that country and kopt several hundred hea(1 of cattle on their l0i0s
;par the boundary line lpotwqon Canada and the Unitled States but on the Canadian
side. Along in the month of March, 1911, when qtori'n were becCC ing very over
uid tjme Hllow very deop their cattle wOre suffering griatly. this condition contlnime
Until up into April.
A!that owing to the fact that the food had, been consumed on the Canadian ido atid
the slow was lihiltor on, the United States side, afflant, and his brother wontt to, e,t1
Indifn qqont of the BllackfooV hdnian Ag'ncy there to yscortain if they ¢ not
dtivo a piortion, of thoir stock ovor the line dn'tb th0 Uite ftatog(1foiid short period
6f 'ti;o, Thi Indian agont coneented to this arrailgernlet on afflaht payiig certafti
foes, and 403 head wore driven across the line onto idreservation.

Afllpnt furtlermys, as abovo ptated, that lng besoro thw cattle were driven over, ho
14 Qxhaustod1 every means in his power to sve their lives, fiuvinq b6lighgt alt thoh4y
^4(j'tsed Othlei' fee of nll doecrilptlonsin that neighborhood, and it w6H imosHsibleIth
keep thon ow' t~he Canadian si(lo any linor', g
Afiant ffirthmr stats thlat there was o ntlitiOlnof driving the cattle oh thoUntb

Eh4Q @{IQo f~or the purpose of salo, or keoeplig., tleon there l1itW or of sisposln
terUloln h, a~y yl but simply atwuorary arngopip ltw ve their hivv, an(1t9hg

e~ildtoel to re ttitn' and did return theol as sKn as weather coditeons pormit4Cd'-Afftt filrther ,state that InIqediattly after ho afrafged with th' Blkckftt Indtani
agent to have the cattle grazed he was informed that he must HOe the custom officer

2



S

ou * Wit 6 e thd t.lejdi t Oibtht'R*
to him th~thq aW no oth r thanto pay t eregularqdut *di601 W the ropei
d' fti~f *;, Hw+;*iA; b B t isi4d.Whi 1i''aId omcir ao

Ow tiirh df ~ &moir~-fc ttle ov No$i {ie" d4t1*4bitior 7,ditokey tejd ;E itt~i'~ hif
Moganz bi tleolypr th iehe ifxotitend to Icee iej1n;*ff^t n

This letter *Mktwt o ti6th atleat] Mii t X ditte tre eaiW
in Ai 11, he received a letter from Mr. Bair, at Oreat Fall, incoiig a COPY
of or &TdOA J;Iy 31'; 1911, from the Hon. J. S. Curtis, Astant Scretary, which
said letter is hereto attached and marked "Exhibit B."

Afflant further states that all fees q hg wore paid to the 'ndian agent for
grazing t9 vt~1p icgrd4~We with the agreement made at the time the cattle

were tramtite?t that he was dsaed ii get
hot. +ttb~ k s~vra we

because the IndianIo'n4-upwas put off on.account of .aherarVd itmade it
'ibl' tb ndt- W66h,.'r& itmd''

Turtfatffiant'saith iisu#ht.
,. A'. 4E#REDGC.

subscribed a1kdtiworn toib.4owae this 6th day of D) A. 1. i0ii.
[sEAl,,] OhcAt W. , Xotag Public.

BXMIXIT A.
SALT L&x; (iY, 0tU*, Jy,10, 1911.

United State8 custom officers, Waehington, D. C.
GXNTL*MzN A, shdrt; timebefore the 12th day of 1 1Pl, the undersigned,

James A. Eldredge and aociitW, bythepermiuion d.thoThdiat; at, Mr. A.McFatrid'ge, of the Blackfoot A enoy Monti, moved ; heid b6ficattlo consisting of
some 433 head, across the line from Canada onto the United Stxt&ode. The cir-
cumstance * hioc&#4omed thli *ero briefly as follows:
We had had an exceptionally severe winter in Canada. We own quite a large tract

of land and had exhausted all the feed on our own promises and purchased all the feed
we could purchase in thot vicinity, d on about the above-named date our stock was
about to perinl with te 'cold' Ad htingor. We went to the lndian t a(id told hipm
the circumstances. The feed was agsrt deal b9ttor Qn thy IJsl1o, As Mr
some reason the snow was not sodikp. We akvd hfint I,t cLtl d*iu&e Oit cattle
over temporarily and kpito report tho citeumetances Aat JtIOAOiM to the proper
odcere, and that we would #6;owhatover wAs necearl W d6 the premies.
;We hoped thAbt w4 wrld4 "t be required to pay the r4gij#A. tat # as we did not

intend to leave our cattle on the United States side as t wap aimn ya tetnpsorry
lTrangement to sayv their live; We intended to and .t1i ln.v t:h;baek. Iit the
iue0ntime, howevior Mr, MR&4ttrifgb tportod thle circ0McestO he customhotio
lort for the distrdioVfWot t4 ld'adaho~i natnd we at oitte lookediht6 the matter, and

eoy said as far ai they wer* wcneontnd, i was all tight, Wuthw#wetild b6 required to
p~rygu~larvtaff, *ldwbt#ould'h~e~ to make our appWMw'tb the proper offlicet

Jodheturntut'le*onebEJOf;0ot~s:j thlis is all we coul4I'd,aP,4e a~do the ontit
amd paid tho2,73,78.7 ' the 12thdby of April,
On atrrivilig hoie 0otne few ('w; afterward the unm'erstr' '4ms ald4Uss^ a

lettortoer, 10MYAJ . K0n , Uit1td states cslltos offO6e rhb 1ad this matter fi
change; under dMe of Xptlf2$i a py of Wrhich iH 1wieith sentso~tu #t*h1, pretty well
explain$ itself.
We received a letter fromMrh'ehtiedystastingith df rt*dttho matter td

Mr. J. (1. Bl~Ir; of'{ FjtEllfb~ tlt4 b wunmwtw rotih~r iit i, lidHteif ws
would have to'inbk appuitiatiefitoWshigton,lmt'it woutld4 llhAe' through'hbiA
office.
We nowwrlt to ktme'taagv 110l ay, (flat'we RH a eOp vtq'*n1hqv* been t6

some yOars eA4.1d'in th,6M+le Alzln A berttk ithat We hiavqolto i1ti
amount oftchttW hModlyli*tbe.iikinlW91f*e fW1',4ittl# * i
and we mado every effort, we could tobudyfee and (11(1 oxhaultA.'d" qttAtre}if'
Along in April, through big storms and cold weather, we w04' Attt te l~O a large
amowntof our fAock; and we asked the officers above stated the privilege of moving
our cattle across the line temporarily and,Ovly for a few days, with the Hope that we

IVA aijtoo*"W..
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would not be required. to pay the customs duty, but, however, undedlg we had
tht to do If soorequired.
We now ask, u sethe cattle have been mov9teac on the "a side,,

and that the intention wva that they were to be in the Uited 8tateonlytempor'lly.
for a few weeks, and that the dame to the country coud b very little, werequot
that this money be returned to us, because we believe it to be UnjUt to be held unde.
the circumstances., I-
That we did not intend to.nor did not sell the cattle on the Uie States side or

dispose of anly of thm in any. way, and we herewith inclos6* certificate of exported
tion which shows that we returned our cattle as we originally intended.

Very truly,
JAB. A. ] wuIZXe t;

xmBirr B.

Washinton; Tuly 37i 9ij.
rhe.OoLLXErroR Of OuOXs, Greit-Falla, Mont. 1

SIR: I have to cuowI e receipt of your letter of the 7th it, t ti
the application of Mr. James A., Eldredge, dated the 10th instant, for refund of the
duty on 433 head of cattle imported, from Canada last spring.
The applicant stites that as the stock was about to perish with cold and hunger be

arranged with the Indianagent on the Blackfoot 1servatlon to pasture -the cattle,
intending to return them to Canada in a short time
You report thit the cattle were Imported March 16, 1911, and exported on July 1,

1911, having been grazing in this country during the interval-that is, three and one.
half month*-and that the entry was liquidated on July 1, You report in another
letter dated the 17th instant that these battle are considered as having been properly
subject to duty, as they did not drift into the United States, but were deliberately
driven bv their owners from- Alberta onto the Indian reservation and thee grazed
at a stipulated sum per head.
The department approven-your action in collecting duty on the sltOck, and can find

no authority of law fOr authorizing a refund of the duty.
The inclosures-of your letter are herewith returned.,

Respectfully,'
J. F.' Cuwns, Asteint Secretary.

SAIvr LAxE Ornr, UTAH, April £6, 1911.,
Mr. JoHx A, KIENXDY-

United Statet CWuor Officer, Browning, .Mont,
DEAR MR. KXNEnDY: Since arriving at home and talking the matter over with

my '.ociates, we are still -of the opinion that we should. not-be required to lose the,
money that we have paid on duty for our cattle crossing the line between Canadi and
the United States#

it is not necessary that I should reiterate all the circumstances, as you ae quite well'
aware of them, but this much I will say: That we never for a.moment Intended to.
move our cattle and permanently keep them on the United States side, It was merely
a stress of circumstances' on account of the condition of the weather we ran out 0*
feed and the gas was entirely covered by the snow or eaten up, and weW no othbr
way to sae, the lives of our tock other than to move theux across the lit, We did
not do this surreptitiously, but we went and saw, as you know, the Indin' agent;' he
knowing the cirumetances very kindly allowed us tO occupy a portion of the va
tion, We expectedth.en nd expect now, and indeed mote spdilythan we did
expect to move oui cattle bWak on the Canadian side not later than the May round-up,,

In view of these facts we write to ou toask what is the beet way for us to proceed
to recover thisrmoney wpepid, whicX is about $2,800,;
In talking with' you I did'understand that they would not cash that check until '1

had an opportlikty of proceeding In the matter,. but posibly I miy have mlounder1
stood you or you rnay.ha4vo misunderstood me, but on ariving at home I found the
check had been preoentod, ankd in any event I well know that you did your duty and
we acknowledge all your courtesies extended to us while there, tnd ask you to pleae:
asAt us if you can consistently with your office by telling us, as Otated before, how to.
proceed in the pemlio'

Very respectfully, J A

''*0'''O ' ' .*.


